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PARRSBORO-JOGGINS AREA
Marketing Materials Assessments
Fundy Shore & Annapolis Valley 2010 Guide

This 120-page booklet packs a lot of information
and encompasses a large region, from Amherst
and Cape Chignecto, around Minas Basin, and
west all the way to Brier Island. The Bay of Fundy

is this region’s defining feature. Both areas we are
assessing are included in this guide. In this section,
I'll look at the Fundy Shore that includes Parrsboro,
Port Greville, and Joggins Fossil Cliffs.

The large cover photo is incredible! It really pulls
you in and makes you want to experience that
whale watching adventure.

Suggestion: Change the name to 2010 Activities
Guide. Consider changing the text to yellow -
yellow attracts the eye.

The photography throughout is wonderful! Good
job! The “Welcome” text is a good introduction to
the guide and Nova Scotia.

Suggestion: Add a few teaser phrases about the
specific activities visitors could enjoy while there -
nothing too long, but just touch on a few specifics.

Good information about traveling to Nova Scotia.

Suggestion: The guide needs a good map. The only
map is so small it’s not very helpful. Consider doing
a map of each area to go with its section, so that it
can show more detail.

Tide charts — excellent!
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The section highlighting specific attractions and
activities during the four seasons is very good. It
gives a good flavor of each season. Again, good
photography!

The Do & Dream page introduction to the four
separate eco-zones included in the guide is very
nicely done. The brief description of each zone
paints a picture and tells visitors what they can
expect to experience, in a nutshell. Immediately
following is 10 Don't Miss Attractions encompassing
the whole region - with a photo for each - very
nice.

The Scenic Seacliffs & Geological Wonders section
includes the area we are assessing. Again, a
detailed map of just this region would have been
very helpful. This section includes the Top 5 Photo
Opportunities; the Top 5 Outdoor Activities; the Top
5 Locals’ Picks; the Top 5 Festivals & Events; the Top
5 One-of-a-kind Shopping; and the Top 5 Heritage
& Cultural Attractions. More options in those
categories are included in the back of the guide as
well.

These Top 5's made it very easy to see what there
was to see and do in the area - it was wonderful!
The descriptions are excellent, although | think
some could even be more glowing. Some of these
attractions exceeded our expectations.

Suggestion: Add open hours where possible.

Suggestion: Consider adding another page about
downtown areas within the region. The number
one activity of visitors is shopping, dining, and
entertainment in a pedestrian-friendly setting, and

seeing photos of a downtown shopping and dining
area will help pull visitors into the towns to spend
money.

Suggestion: Add some two- and three-day
itineraries based on type of vacation, such as a
couple’s retreat, or girls’ weekend getaway, or family
outdoor vacation.

Discover Cumberland County 2010 Visitors’ Guide
(A publication of the Amherst Daily News)

This newsprint publication with a glossy cover
includes all of Cumberland County north to Tidnish,
east to Malagash, south to Parrsboro and Advocate.

Suggestion: A gateway is something people pass
through to go somewhere else. Consider using a
different tagline than “Gateway to Nova Scotia." The
tagline should embody what makes Cumberland
County unique.

Suggestion: Replace the map. The current map is
very difficult to use.

The publication is a collection of pieces about
different attractions and topics of the region,
including a lot of history and background. It doesn't
provide the type of practical information visitors
would need to plan their trip, but it is an excellent
resource for visitors to learn more about the area.



Cumberland County - Fundy Shore
Fundy Shore Drive

This small, color glossy brochure provides a map
over most of the interior pages, with a directory of
some attractions and services. Text on the opposite
side does a good job of describing some of these
attractions.

Suggestion: Make the map more detailed. There’s
room to add more detail to the highways and that
would be so helpful.

Parrsboro

This small brochure is very nicely produced and has a
very good map of the town. It lists some of the town'’s
amenities, describes its location, and gives a brief
history and overview of some of the things a visitor
could see in the area.

Suggestion: Change the cover photo to one that
includes some people enjoying themselves in
Parrsboro. The photos are too static and don't really
do a good job of showcasing the town. “Small Town.
Big Heart”What does that mean? It doesn’t really say
anything about the town - most small towns claim

that their town is one of the friendliest you could find.

Consider using a different slogan that helps portray
the unique qualities of Parrsboro.

Suggestion: Promote a few of the best shops and
restaurants specifically.

Ship’s Company Theatre - Live Theatre and Music
2010 Season

This attractive full-color accordion-fold brochure
promotes the live theatre in Parrsboro. It includes
the upcoming season schedule with fantastic
descriptions of the plays and concerts, information
about the theatre, drama camps, memberships,
ticket information - everything a potential visitor
needs! It’s very well done.

Ottawa House

This one-color rack card features a very nice photo
of the Ottawa House, and describes the museum,
genealogical research facilities, and beaches
surrounding.

Suggestion: The only description of what a visitor
will see in the museum, besides the beautiful views,
is this: “Ottawa House is now a museum devoted to
exhibiting and interpreting part of Tupper’s life, as
well as the seafaring, lumbering and social history
of the Parrsboro Shore!” Consider highlighting a
few of the very interesting things in the museum
specifically. For example, some tools and how they
were used. And, are there any fascinating stories
told about Sir Tupper (I'm sure there are!) - tell one
or two short stories to intrigue and interest people,
and make Sir Tupper a real person.
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Choose Your Adventure

This full-color rack card is very compelling. I love
the face of the card - the dirty hiking boots and
the clean crocs. The reverse of the card describes
two different trail adventures, and the text does
an excellent job of selling them. This is very well
done.

Age of Sail Heritage Centre

This two-color rack card is very understated. It

is classic in appearance, with no photos, only

a sketch of a sailing ship. It's attractive and
provides all the information a visitor would need
to plan for a visit. If funding becomes available,
a rack card with photos could showcase even
better what this excellent, fascinating museum
has to offer. Consider highlighting a few of the
specific exhibits, to provide more of a teaser.

Anne Murray Centre

This rack card does an excellent job of promoting
the Anne Murray Centre. The yellow text at the
top grabs your attention, and the photo of Anne
Murray does the rest! Great teaser rack card for a
truly wonderful attraction!
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Kayak the Bay of Fundy
Day-tours from Advocate Harbour Nova Scotia

This tri-fold brochure does a great job. The
cover, showing two kayakers laughing and
paddling among the spray, makes me want to
go kayaking! The rest of the brochure describes
the tours, highlighted with great photos, and it
provides the details a visitor needs to plan the
trip. Good job, and | wish we had time!

Joy Laking Gallery

This tri-fold full-color brochure is a work of
art itself. It's a pleasure to read through it, and
does a great job of promoting the artist and
encouraging visitors to come to her gallery or
visit her website. Beautiful work.

Welcome To Portaupique, Bass River, Economy,
Five Islands

This one-color brochure doesn’t grab your
attention, but it does a great job of letting
visitors know what'’s in the area and how to
locate it. The map inside is very good and easy
to use. The key includes numbers circled with

or without shading to indicate local businesses
or stops of interest, so it's simple to use. The
descriptions of each numbered location are very
good.

Suggestion: Make sure businesses include their
operating hours.
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Suggestion: If funding permits, consider developing

a full-color brochure and include some stunning
photography of the area.
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